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Welcome to our Easter Sunday celebration. We pray that God’s blessing
and peace will be with each one here today.

After so many Easter sermons one wonders what could possibly be
preached that would be new and innovative. What can one add to the millions of
Easter sermons preached over the centuries? | do not propose to add anything
new. Instead we will just lift up the story again and allow it to work its wonder,
even here in the 21% century.

-

Last Sunday | ended with a thought that went something like this: we
come to the cross with bloody and sinful souls. We have betrayed the Christ, we
have denied the Christ and we have participated in his crucifixion again and
again. History is littered literally with the corpses of religious people who have
pushed the limits of the established church, who have raised a question no one
wanted to face, and have received the wrath of the religious community.

If we look around the world today or even within our own experience we
discover that we are still locked in sinful behavior, we reject God in so many
ways, and we crucify the One again and again.

The good news of Easter is that it does not matter. God loves the
world anyway and that love can not nor will ever be restrained by our
betrayals. Christ has broken free of everything and lives today. Happy

Easter!
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The message of God’s love was not new even to the time of Jesus. The
message of God’s love came to the Hebrew people. Yet, layers of
institutionalization, processes of power and prestige, and a willingness to love
ONLY SOME AND NOT ALL, clouded that message. Jesus just brought once
again a truth into illumination from the darkness. He was, in a true sense, “a light
to the world.”

When the world once again tried to ignore or extinguish that light, when
even those who had pledged their faith abandoned the messenger, God'’s
response was to break into life in such a way that no one could contain or
destroy that message of love. Resurrection is about God and about the victory of
love over hate, life over death.

Resurrection is not just for the church nor is it just for me but it is for the
world. John did not write in the famous John 3:16-passage that God loved me so
much that he sent Jesus. Nor did John write that God loved the RIGHT AND
CORRECT CHURCH so much that he sent the Christ. John wrote. God so loved
the world that he sent the Christ into that world. Resurrection is about God
and God'’s love.
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Luke throughout his gospel says again and again that the love of God
knows no borders or boundaries. He sets the tone for this in the opening of his
gospel. Mary, the mother of Jesus proclaims:

I@n bursting with God-news; I dancing the song of my Savior God.



His mercy flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before
him.

He bared his arm and showed his strength scattering the bluffing
braggarts.

He knocked the tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of
the mud.

The starving poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left
out in the cold.

He embraced the chosen child, Israel, he remembered and piled on
the mercies, piled them high.*

In Luke’s gospel Jesus will define his ministry by a quotation from Isaiah,
O®d® spirit is upon me; he@ chosen me to preach the Message of good
news to the poor. Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery
of sight to the blind, to set the burdened and battered free, to announce,
Ghis is God@ year to act!G
The Jesus of Luke goes out of his way to include all people in the circle of God'’s
love.

This wide circle of love is even evident in Luke’s story of Easter. For in
Luke’s telling it is the women who are front and center in the story. The text
assumes, as Fred B. Craddock asserts, “that Christ had told the women that
he would be betrayed, crucified, and raised. This information places the
women in the inner circle of disciples with whom such a prediction had
been shared. One can see here Luke enlarging the circle of disciples to

anticipate Acts in which the group gathered in prayer and awaiting the Holy

" Luke 1, The Message, Eugene Peterson, p.1850.
* The Message. p.1859.



Spirit includes the eleven, Mary the mother of Jesus, his brothers, and the
women , in all about 120 persons (Acts 1:12-15).3 In a culture in which
women were not even allowed into the main part of the Temple for worship but
were viewed as second class persons; it is revolutionary that women are front
and center in the Easter story. In our day we might not notice the radical
inclusiveness of Luke’s gospel. In Luke’s story of Easter it is the women, not the
men, who become the first withesses and the first evangelists.

The good news of Easter is that God'’s love expressed in the experience of
Resurrection is for all people, for all times, and for all places. This good news
opens up new possibilities for all of us.
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Therein lays the real power of the Easter story. The Easter story opens
up new possibilities and calls us to a new and different vision of life. Easter
affirms that anything is possible with God and through God.

| hope those of you who participated in the “add something for Lent”
experienced that truth. By doing something for another, by praying for others, by
taking some of our time and using our gifts for the benefit of another and by
perhaps trying something new; the emphasis shifted from us to the possibilities
that can be when God is allowed to work within and through us. When we allow
the spirit to work we will experience resurrection in the present moment.

In the 1980s IBM announced that it was closing the plant in Greencastle,

Indiana. That plant was the largest employer for the community.

3 Craddock, Fred B. Interpretation, A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, Luke. (John Knox
Press, 1990) p.282.



One member of First Christian Church, Jim, was given a difficult choice.
He could pull up his family and move to a different IBM plant back east or take
early retirement. Jim decided on the latter and so retired from IBM while still in
his fifties.

IBM had a generous retirement package and initiative. Jim received a
sizable amount of money to help him retrain for a different career. He also
received money to help him develop a hobby in retirement. Jim used both these
monetary sources to acquire and become trained in something new for the1980s,
videos and video recording. Jim bought state-of-the art video recorders and
equipment for copying and producing high-quality videos. To give perspective it
was during this time that Janice and | purchased our first computer that had two
“floppy disks”, these were 5”by5” disks that were “floppy”. The mouse had yet to
be invented so everything was inputted from the keyboard. Personal video’s and
VCRs were also something new.

Jim approached me about developing a “video ministry” at the church. We
agreed and gave him a free hand. He began taping the Sunday morning service
and led a group of volunteers who distributed the tapes to homebound members.
Since most persons at that time did not have a VCR machine to play video’s, Jim
purchased several units, trained the volunteers in how to hook them up,
scheduled the volunteers, and the ministry was off and running. The volunteers
had to commit to remaining with the family or person through the broadcasted

service since most persons did not know how to set up or operate a VCR.



Jim expanded his ministry to recording more than just the service. For
instance he would record other events at the church. Sometimes he would drive
around the area during the fall when the leaves were changing and film the
beauty. He filmed the changes downtown. This he would attach and edit into the
tapes that were distributed. Many people called and shared that for years they
had been in the nursing home or homebound and had not seen the beauty of fall
or the changes downtown until they got the video’s from Jim. Jim paid for all the
costs himself and continued to update his equipment.

Jim was a Christian in whom the Resurrection spirit was alive. No his
ministry would never make the headlines of religious magazines or be noted at
denominational conventions. He was member of a local church who saw a new
opportunity and developed a new vision. Jim believed that the circle of God’s
love was wide and so searched for a way to enlarge the circle. By providing
videos of the service and other functions, Jim widened the circle to be inclusive
of those persons who were unable to attend church any longer.

Easter is about seeing God'’s love operating in the world through people
like you and |. Itis a love that cannot be contained but bursts out in so many
ways. Easter brings us new possibilities and new challenges. Each day that

ministry and love are shared, Resurrection happens again.



